
  

 

It’s a beautiful Thursday, and it just amazes me that it’s been a week since my last 

note to you all!!    So, hello again!  I’ve got lots of good stuff to share… 

 

OUR COVID OUTBREAK STATUS 

With our multiple rounds of testing over the past two weeks, we have seen no 

new cases of Covid emerge.  On Tuesday, we had our 5th and final round of group 

testing.    The State Lab was busier and with more cases in the queue than I’ve 

ever seen in all the deliveries I’ve made, which added a finer point to the daily 

counts that we all see in the news.   This reminds me that there is still a lot of 

virus going around, lots of organizations with significant outbreaks, and most 

important, just how great our experience here has been by comparison.   

 

Still, we received our results this morning (with the exception of one staff 

member who tested off-site).  And, the results we have in-hand are  

100% Covid-Negative.    

 

I have already communicated our results with CDC and we are awaiting the final 

guidance.  But we expect that within just a few days, we will be back to pre-

outbreak status, and adding new reopening opportunities as well! 
 

Reminder:    If we should have another Covid-positive case, though, the process 

we just experienced will repeat, including testing, and pausing of visitation, 

dining venues and activities just as we did in the first few days of this Outbreak. 

With good results from early testing, we would expect that we would only have 

the same brief pauses (rather than full two-week duration of interruptions).    

 

Still, even when there is a positive case among us, residents who are not affected 

by the diagnosis are free to move about/come and go as they wish.  There is no 

“lockdown”.   Just a pause in group gatherings until we can be assured that the 

case is isolated and contained.     

Unless a resident is a close contact, residents can visit with each other on campus, 

and with family off-campus.    
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS FROM CDC/DHHS 

We received new guidance from our regulatory agencies over the past few days. 

This guidance applies to our programs, so long as we remain Covid-free. 

I am excited to be sharing some of those results with you all, here: 
 

Indoor Visitation: In-apartment visits are permitted and welcomed!! 

➢ We continue to ask that reservations be made for social visits in advance of 

arrival.   This helps us to maintain proper infection control, and social 

distancing guidelines.   

➢ We continue to ask that visitors be limited to two at a time (see below FMI) 

➢ Masking is required in all public areas at all times.    
 

• When both the resident and the visitor(s) are fully vaccinated,  AND the 

visit occurs in the resident’s apartment, masking and social distancing are 

not required.   When both visitors are fully vaccinated, they may all be from 

separate households.   

• When the resident is vaccinated, but the visitor is NOT fully vaccinated,   

Or if the resident is NOT vaccinated and the visitor is fully vaccinated, 

masking and social distancing is not required, but visitors (limited to two) 

should be from ONE household only.    

However, if the visitor(s) cannot answer the screening questions, regardless 

of vaccination status, we ask that they visit at another time. 
 

Outdoor Visitation:  Outdoor visits are encouraged and welcomed!   

The Garden Courtyard is set up and ready for residents to gather with friends and 

family.   And we are pleased to announce that outdoor visits can now be extended 

to ALL our Outdoor Spaces!!   Note:  If your outside visit happens on the Stevens 

Avenue patio, visitors should step in quickly for screening before being seated. 

• When both the resident and the visitor(s) are fully vaccinated,  and the visit 

occurs outside, masking and social distancing are not required.  However, 

non-resident visitors must remain separated from other visitor-resident 

groups.    

• When the resident is vaccinated, but the visitor is NOT fully vaccinated,   

or if the resident is NOT vaccinated and the visitor is fully vaccinated, 

masking is not required if 6 feet of physical distance is maintained.  

Masking is required if physical distancing cannot be maintained regardless 

of vaccination status.  And, non-resident visitors must be separated from 

other visitor-resident groups.    
 



Off-site visitation:    CDC guidance is the same for off-site visits, as for on-

campus. 
 

Pet visitation:   A single pet may visit with multiple fully vaccinated residents at 

one time.   A single pet may visit with a single unvaccinated resident at a given 

time.  Hand Hygiene and environmental cleanliness should be maintained. 
 

Communal Dining and Social Activities    

Communal Dining 

• Fully vaccinated residents can participate in communal dining without the 

use masking of physical distancing at the table.   Residents will continue to 

be masked in public areas while waiting to be seated in the Dining Room(s).  

However, fully vaccinated residents will be able to sit together, 4 at a table 

or 6 at a table once again without masks.   

Think: Back to Pre-Covid seating.     This is Progress!!! 
 

• For residents who are not yet fully vaccinated, and/or for residents who may 

not be comfortable sitting close to others over dinner quite yet, we will 

continue to offer 6-foot long tables for two to allow for continued social 

distancing.    
 

• Our Target Date is Monday, May 24 to implement this change. 
 

And….Social Activities/Life Enrichment 

When overseen by the facility or a known provider (such as contractor who comes 

to lead a program), and in situations where infection control practices can be 

monitored, Group Activities will resume, as follows: 

• If ALL residents participating in a group activity are vaccinated, and all 

residents are comfortable with the absence of masks, then neither masks nor 

social distancing  are required during the activity 

• However, if ANY resident participating in a group activity is NOT fully 

vaccinated,  or if staff understands that certain resident(s) continue to be 

wary of group activities where masks are not required, then masks will be 

required of all participants.  

We are still working on details for Resident-Led programming.   We will keep you 

posted, and those activities will resume as soon as we can make that happen! 
 

Residents will continue to be masked in public areas while waiting to join in a 

group activity/function  
 



“What About Van Trips?”   We are finding the guidance a bit challenging to 

execute, and we are working on sorting out how to get the wheels turning again 

on that bus!!!   We will consult with our regulators about our specific scenarios. 
 

Activities Off-Campus  (such as family gatherings, hair appointments, in-person 

worship, large group activities/concerts, restaurants)  

• Residents who are fully vaccinated should be mindful of surroundings and 

are encouraged to use masking and social distancing, despite being 

vaccinated.   There are no limitations to off-campus activities for fully 

vaccinated residents, and there is no quarantine/isolation requirement 

unless there has been exposure to a Covid-positive person during that time. 

If that is the case, we will work closely with the resident to conduct testing, 

and to provide support through the isolation period. 
 

• Independent Living Residents who are not fully vaccinated will be asked to 

isolate from other residents for 14 days upon return to campus (per CDC 

guidance).    We know this may seem like a change.   But, note that this is 

from Non-Vaccinated Residents only. 
 

• Residents of Clark’s Terrace who leave campus are are not fully vaccinated 

will be required to quarantine for 14 days, and staff will monitor for 

symptoms. 
 

Surveillance Testing 

The last bit of good news for today is that the guidance for Surveillance Testing of 

residents on Clark’s Terrace and Staff has changed!!  Going forward, when 

Positivity Rates in the community are below 5% (as they have been), routine 

surveillance testing of fully vaccinated resident and staff is no longer required.     

Residents or staff who are NOT fully vaccinated, regardless of department, will 

be tested once per month (this is reduced frequency).      
 

If any resident or staff member has exposure to, or is in close contact with, 

someone who is Covid-Positive will be tested immediately, with a follow-up test 

within 5-7 days, regardless of vaccination status.    And if there is a resident or 

staff member that is positive for Covid, we’ll manage testing of all residents and 

staff and brief pausing of programs as we have all learned to do.   

 

And that concludes this update and good news for today!!!  This is progress!!! 

As always, thanks for all you do to support the effort in all the ways you do! 

    Be well,    ~~  Denise and the Preparedness Team 


